	TEF Lesson 5
State Taxes: Unfair and Inadequate

	Objective
Participants will gain an understanding of how their state tax structure is harmful to the poorest members of their community, fails to bring in adequate funds for public education and what can be done about it.
Audience

NEA members: activists and the not yet engaged.
Time Management: 
1 hour

Vocabulary

· Progressive taxes

· Regressive taxes

· Flat taxes
Materials

· Ample space for a whole group standing activity

· 7 pieces of 8.5” x 11” cardstock paper to support the enclosed Income Groups (see preparation) 
· Printouts of PowerPoint (PPT) slides, to be distributed at the end

· PPT projector & laptop 

· Timer and/or clock , or see: www.online-stopwatch.com
· Optional:  Internet access to click on resource hyperlinks at the end of the workshop and to show the video.


	Description
This workshop uses a Human Bar Graph activity to demonstrate the regressive tax structure of most states.  (Trainers can obtain and insert their state specific data for the activity.)  Participants follow up with a discussion on how a few simple reforms would markedly transform most states’ ability to raise adequate revenue for public education even while reducing the overall tax liability of many taxpayers.  The workshop explains how in the absence of such reform states will continue to rely on unstable and regressive revenue streams such as sales and excise taxes and fees or will resort to massive budget cuts to balance their budgets.

TEF Concept(s) 
Regressive taxes (such as most state tax structures) are harmful to the poorest members of our communities and are inadequate for funding public education.  

	
	Before You Begin
Contact your local or state association prior to presenting the workshop to ask for any local or state efforts being organized that you can share with the group, particularly in the “call to action” at the end of the workshop.  Attempt to add a local, relevant example in the PowerPoint (PPT).  
Read over the entire lesson plan (beginning on the next page). Most details are on the PPT notes.  

Print and have ready all the materials for the workshop.

	
	Preparation (at least 15 minutes)

1. Make handouts of the PPT presentation in advance for each participant.  You may want to print in black and white or grayscale, 3 or 6 to a page (handout style).

2. Print a copy of the PPT slides’ notes pages for the instructor’s use.

3. Set up PPT projector, laptop, and screen.
4. Put a piece of masking tape across the floor in the front of the room where participants will line up for the Human Bar Graph activity.

5. Print the enclosed Income Groups (Pages 5-3 through 5-16) and tape each of them two sided (as labeled) onto a piece of 8.5” x 11” cardstock.  

6. This workshop contains Arizona’s state specific data.  To obtain your 2007 state specific data, from Who Pays? A Distributional Analysis of the Tax Systems in all 50 States, Institute on Taxation and Economic Policy, November 2009 go to:  http://www.itepnet.org/wp2009/statespecific.html  
a. Click on your state and scroll down to see the 7 income group ranges.  Return to this word document, scroll down to the enclosed Arizona income group ranges, click on the text box and right click to “edit text” then insert your state’s income group ranges and % paid.  
b. Return to the Who Pays? Fact Sheet and use the “Total After Offset” % rate for each category to replace the Arizona % rates.  “After offset” means deductions, exemptions, etc.  have been applied.  
c. Once you get your state specific data insert your state’s name on PPT slide 5-5. 
d. Go to PPT slide 5-6, click in the center of the PPT slide on the textbox containing the chart and then right click “Chart Object” then “Open” and select “Sheet 1” at the bottom of the page.  Enter your state’s % rates, then click back on “Chart 1” and close the document.  The chart will then be modified to represent your state’s % rates.
7. OPTIONAL:  If you have extra time and participants are interested, show the 9 minute You Tube video “Reclaiming the American Dream” which can be found at www.nea.org/tef.   An alternative is to solicit email addresses from all the participants and send a follow-up email with the link to the short video.

	15 minute low-tech delivery option:  Print copies of the notes page for PPT slides 5-5 and 5-6.  Print multiple copies of PPT slide 5-6 without the notes page to distribute as a handout.  Print the 8.5’ x 11” income group cards as instructed above.  Use directions on the PPT slide 5-5 notes page to conduct the human bar graph activity demonstrating who pays the most state & local taxes.  End with a short discussion about how the association/union is working to make taxes progressive instead of regressive.  Invite participants to attend the full 1 hour workshop to see the connection between the state’s regressive tax structure and public education funding.  


	TEF Lesson 5
LESSON OVERVIEW

	TIME
	ACTIVITY/NOTES
	MATERIALS/
SLIDE #

	2 minutes

	· Introduce yourself and review the objective.

	PPT 5–2

	1 minute
	· Review the norms
	PPT 5–3



	3 minutes
	· Make the TEF Connection


	PPT 5-4

	25 minutes
	· Who pays the most state and local taxes in (insert your state)?

This is a human bar graph activity.

Show the graph and then conduct a discussion regarding participants’ response to the regressive tax structure of their state.  
	PPT 5-5 and 5-6

· Seven 8.5” x 11” cardstock of the income group ranges and the % of their income they pay in taxes.



	6 minutes
	· 3 Tax Structures

· Optional discussion: Is ‘the same’ always ‘fair?’


	PPT 5-7

	1 minute
	· Warren Buffett Quotes
	PPT 5-8



	12 minutes
	· Mini-lecture on how regressive taxes impact public education, what can be done about it, what we are stuck with if we don’t reform and the benefits of moving from a regressive to a progressive tax structure.  


	PPT 5-9 through 

5-12

	10 minutes
	· Make the TEF Connection

· Reflection

· Resources (You may choose to open a state specific hyperlink to showcase resources).  


	PPT 5-13 through 

5-18
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