	TEF Lesson 3
The American Dream vs. The American Reality

	Objective

Participants examine who benefits and who loses from the current economic structure and how these unequal benefits impact education funding.  
Audience

NEA members: activists and the not yet engaged.
Time Management

1 hour

Vocabulary

· Income

· Trickle-down economics

Materials

· 12 pieces of 8.5” x 11” cardstock paper to support the enclosed Income Groups (see preparation) 
· Masking tape

· Ample space for 
movement in the Human Bar Graph activity

· Printouts of PowerPoint (PPT) slides, to be distributed at the end

· PPT projector & laptop 

· Timer and/or clock , or see: www.online-stopwatch.com
· Optional:  Internet access to click on resource hyperlinks at the end of the workshop.
	Description
Participants examine the American Dream vs. the American Reality by participating in a human bar graph demonstration of income growth during 2 time periods in U.S. History.  They review specific education investments that led to the creation of a middle class and contrast this with more recent policies based on the theory of “trickle-down economics” to examine which one led to more equal distribution of wealth.  Participants review who has benefitted and who has lost from these tax policies and discuss the implications of tax cuts on education funding.  

TEF Concept(s)

When public dollars are invested in public education all income groups prosper.  When public dollars are given away in tax cuts education funding is cut and economic inequality grows.  

	
	Before You Begin

Contact your local or state association prior to presenting the workshop to ask for any local or state efforts being organized that you can share with the group, particularly in the “call to action” at the end of the workshop.  Attempt to add a local, relevant example in the PowerPoint (PPT).  
Read over the entire lesson plan (beginning on the next page). Most of the details are on the PPT notes.

Print and have ready all the materials for the workshop.

	
	Preparation (at least 15 minutes)
1. Make handouts of the PPT presentation in advance for each participant.  You may want to print in black and white or grayscale, 3 or 6 to a page (handout style).

2. Print a copy of the PPT slides notes’ pages for the instructor’s use.

3. Set up PPT projector, laptop, and screen.

4. Print the enclosed Income Groups (Pages 3-3 through 3-26) and tape each of them two sided (as labeled) onto a piece of 8.5” x 11” cardstock.  Set aside in 2 separate sets (1947-79 and 1979-2005).
5. Put a piece of masking tape across the floor in the front of the room where participants will line up for the Human Bar Graph activity.

6. OPTIONAL:  If you have extra time and participants are interested, show the 9 minute You Tube video “Reclaiming the American Dream” which can be found at www.nea.org/tef.   An alternative is to solicit email addresses from all the participants and send a follow-up email with the link to the short video.


	20 minute low-tech delivery option:  Print the notes pages for PPT slides 3-5 through 3-11 for instructions to conduct the Human Bar Graph activity.  Print 1 set of the enclosed Income Groups (Pages 3-3 through 3-26) taped 2 sided, as labeled, on 8.5” x 11” cardstock.  Print slides 3-9 through 3-19 as a handout to distribute to all participants at the end of the activity.


	TEF Lesson 3
LESSON OVERVIEW

	TIME
	ACTIVITY/NOTES
	MATERIALS/
SLIDE #

	2 minutes

	· Introduce yourself and review the objective.

	PPT 3–2

	1 minute
	· Review the norms
	PPT 3–3



	3 minutes
	· The American Dream vs. The Reality

	PPT 3-4 through 3-7

	20 minutes
	· The Human Bar Graph Activities

	PPT 3-8 through 

3-11
· Printouts of the enclosed Income Groups and % of growth signs.


	12 minutes
	· Q&A on the Income Growth Activity
Mini-Lecture notes are on the PPT notes page


	PPT 3-12 through 

3-21

	10 minutes
	· Small Group Discussion and debrief based on Questions on slide 3-22
	PPT 3-22


	12 minutes
	· Through TEF, the NEA is advocating…

· Make the TEF Connection

· Resources (You may choose to open a state specific hyperlink to showcase resources).  

	PPT 3-23 through 

3-30


SIDE 1
SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1


SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2



SIDE 1



SIDE 2
�





�








TEF Lesson 3–3

