	TEF Lesson 2
SIGNS OF THE TIMES: 
Connecting Student Achievement, Wealth and Taxes

	Objective

Participants will examine the connections between student achievement, wealth and taxes. 

Audience

NEA members: activists and the not yet engaged.
Time Management

1 hour

Materials
· Medium sized self adhesive post-it notes.

· Chart paper (self adhesive or tape)

· Dark colored markers

· Printouts of PowerPoint (PPT) slides, to be distributed at the end 

· PPT projector & laptop 

· Timer and/or clock , or see: www.online-stopwatch.com
· 10 chairs, no armrests, lined up side by side across the front of the room, facing the participants

· The enclosed 8.5” x 11” sign: “Wealthiest 10% of the U.S. Population”
· Optional:  Internet access to click on resource hyperlinks at the end of the workshop.
	Description
Participants brainstorm signs of the current economic times and consider the concentrated wealth that has resulted from recent economic policies by participating in the 10-Chairs distribution of wealth demonstration.  They discuss boosts and barriers to wealth accumulation and make the connection between student achievement, wealth and taxes.
TEF Concept(s)

Tax cuts for the wealthy few, combined with increased taxes on the working poor, have a triple impact on public education.  First, they create more poverty.  Second, this causes education funding needs to increase.  Third, education funding is reduced due to lower tax revenues resulting from the tax cuts for the few.  These tax cuts ultimately create more needs and fewer funds.     

	
	Before You Begin

Contact your local or state association prior to presenting the workshop to ask for any local or state efforts being organized that you can share with the group, particularly in the “call to action” at the end of the workshop.  Attempt to add a local, relevant example in the PowerPoint (PPT).  
Read over the entire lesson plan (beginning on the next page). Most of the details are on the PPT notes.

Print and have ready all the materials for the workshop.

	
	Preparation (at least 15 minutes)

1. Make handouts of the PPT presentation in advance for each participant.  You may want to print in black and white or grayscale, 3 or 6 to a page (handout style).

   2.    Print a copy of the PPT slides’ notes pages for the instructor’s use.

   3.    Set up PPT projector, laptop, and screen.

   4.    Set up the 10 chairs (no armrests) in the front of the room, in a line facing the 
          workshop participants
   5.    Print the  8.5” x 11” sign: “Wealthiest 10% of the U.S. Population”

   6.    Put a stack of post-it notes at each table.

   7.    Post 2 large pieces of chart paper, attached horizontally, at the front of the 
          room.  Draw a horizontal line across the middle of the papers and label the 
          top ½ of the paper: “Asset Building” and the bottom half “Asset Barrier.” 



	15 minute low-tech delivery option:  Print the Notes Pages from PPT slides 6-7 for your use and make copies of the Handout for TEF Lesson 2 (found at the end of this document) to leave with participants at the end of the 15 minute demonstration.  Begin with a 1 minute overview of the definition of wealth (from PPT slide 6).  Explain that participants are going to see 10 volunteers demonstrate the current distribution of wealth in the U.S.  Use the Top 10% sign and do the full demonstration, using the questions on slide 7.  Thank the volunteers.  Pose the question:  “If the rich are getting richer and the poor are getting poorer, what does this mean for our students and for educators in this high stakes testing environment?” and leave participants with the Handout for TEF Lesson 2.


	TEF Lesson 2
LESSON OVERVIEW

	TIME
	ACTIVITY/NOTES
	MATERIALS/
SLIDE #

	2 minutes

	· Introduce yourself and review the objective.

	PPT 2–2

	1 minute
	· Review the norms
	PPT 2–3



	5 minutes
	· Signs of the Economic Times brainstorming activity
	PPT 2-4



	3 minutes


	· The Vicious Cycle
	PPT 2-5 – 2-8

	10 minutes
	· 10 Chairs Activity
	PPT 2-10 and 2-11

· 10 chairs

· 10 volunteers

· Top 10% Sign



	5 minutes
	· Wealth and the Achievement Gap – Participants read and discuss Handout.
	PPT 2-12

· Handout for NEA TEF Lesson 2



	15 minutes
	· The Wealth (or asset) Building Train

· Participants discuss their own barriers or boosts to getting on the asset building train.  They post a personal example on a chart and then all participants review the chart in a gallery walk.  Facilitator reviews examples of government boosts and barriers.  
	PPT 2-13



	3 minutes


	· Talking points and quotes from Richard Rothstein


	PPT 2-14 – 2-16



	2 minutes


	· Make the TEF Connection 
	PPT 2-17



	3 minutes
	· Show the slide and make the key point that tax cuts for the wealthy few, combined with increased taxes on the working poor, have a double impact on public education.  First, they create more poverty and thus education funding needs go up.  Second, education funding is reduced due to lower tax revenues resulting from the tax cuts for the few.  These tax cuts create more needs and fewer funds.      
	PPT 2-18



	4 minutes
	· Make the TEF Connection – final bullet “NOT EVERYONE IS AWARE!” Move through the  3 slides: Through TEF, the NEA is advocating… explaining the 3 TEF principles.  
	PPT 2-19 through 

2-23



	7 minutes
	· Reflection

· Resources (You may choose to open a state specific hyperlink to showcase resources).  
	PPT 2-23 through 

2-27


Handout for NEA TEF Lesson 2 

Excerpt from – The Wealth Factor: a sociologist says racial differences in family assets, not culture, explain achievement gaps in school performance.  By Alain Jehlen for NEA Today.

Over recent years, magazines and newspapers have run a variety of articles that explore why middle-class black children don’t do as well in school as white children from families with similar socio-economic backgrounds.  These “achievement gap” articles are based on studies that relate achievement to family incomes.  But the findings from these studies, argues one researcher are highly misleading – because they simply fail to factor in what may be the key determinant to socio-economic status: family wealth.

If black and white students enjoy the same family income, doesn’t that mean they have the same socio-economic status?
No, says Dalton Conley, a sociologist at New York University who formerly taught at Yale.  In his 1999 book , Being Black, Living in the Red (University of California), Conley draws a distinction between income—the money parents earn—and wealth.

A family’s wealth includes everything the family owns: a home, other property, stocks, savings, and the like.  Wealth provides deeper economic security than income.  Young adults from families with assets, for instance, can borrow from their parents for a down payment on a house.  

So how does wealth affect student achievement? 
Parents who own their home or other forms of wealth are imbued with a sense that “their kind” of people can make it in America.  They have a stake in society.

An everyday example: Streets populated by homeowners are better taken care of than streets populated by renters, even if incomes are the same.

Families with assets also know they have resources to tap to buy crucial advantages for their children—like a college education.  Children soak up this feeling at the dinner table and in a thousand other little interactions that have more impact than any amount of preaching.  

“Wealth is both the pot at the end of the rainbow and the means for getting there,” as Conley puts it.

The bottom line: When black and white children come from families with similar incomes, they may seem to be at the same socio-economic level, but they’re not—because their family wealth levels are usually so different.

When wealth and other factors are equal, do black students do as well as white students?
Generally, yes.  Conley, mining data from a large, ongoing study of American families, says that when you take wealth into account, white and black children are more alike than different.  The much-vaunted “achievement gap” largely disappears when you take family wealth into account.

Add to wealth the level of parental education and you have the factors that can predict much of school success.

For example, black students are much more likely to be expelled from school than white students.  But that difference evaporates if you look at students from families with similar wealth and parental education.  

Black students are also much less likely to graduate from college than white students, but again, the driving forces seem to be family wealth and parental education, not race.  In fact, when family wealth levels are similar, black students are more likely to graduate than whites.  
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